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ABN 82 525 790 261  
 

KENMORE BRIDGE CLUB 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 
98 BROOKFIELD ROAD, KENMORE HILLS, 4069, TUESDAY 28 AUGUST 

2018 AT 7PM 
 

The meeting was opened by President, Anne Russell, who thanked the 
members for their attendance. A quorum was established. 
 
1. Attendance – 24 members (as listed in Attendance Book). 
 
2. Apologies – 19 members (as listed on the apologies sheet) 
 
3. Minutes of Sixth Annual General Meeting 
 
The minutes of the AGM held on 23 August 2017 were taken as read. 
 
Motion: That the minutes be confirmed as a true and accurate record of 
the Annual General Meeting held on 23 August 2017. 
 
Moved: Margaret Mobbs 
 
Seconded: Graham Rusher 
 
4. Business Arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting - Nil 
 
5. President’s Report 
 
The President, Anne Russell, spoke to her report (full report at end of 
minutes). 
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6. Treasurer’s Report 
 
The Treasurer, Kathy Males, was unable to attend the AGM and prepared 
the following statement that was read by Management Committee member, 
Bruce Williams:- 
 
“It has been a pleasure to work with the Management Committee, its sub-
committees and all the other volunteers within the club. I would also like to 
make special mention of Bruce Williams who undertakes the weekly banking 
with a high degree of efficiency, accuracy, and utilises his strong muscles as 
there is often a lot of coin. 
 
Overall, the club is in a sound financial position but well short of being able 
to afford to build or purchase a clubhouse facility without significant external 
financial assistance. The club has had an outstanding financial performance 
for the year 2017/18. Total income has increased by over $51,000 from 
$144,955 to $196,300, with total expenses increasing by less than $2000 
to $72,096, despite an increase in expenses related to significant 
fundraising. This has provided the Kenmore Bridge Club with a net surplus for 
the 2017/18 financial year of $131,013 - a 62.5% increase on last year’s 
surplus of $80,582. 
 
The key changes with regard to income are:- 
 

 Income from table fees increased by $10,000; 

 Donations have increased by $13,000; and 

 Income from fundraising has increased by approximately $28,000 
(well done to the Fundraising Committee and all those involved). 

 
The key changes with regard to expenditure are:- 
 

 Dealing became a voluntary activity during the last financial year; 
(thanks to Chris Williams and Prue Dick), and 

 Management of bridge supplies, stationery and printing, has been 
more efficient.” 

 
In conclusion, the Treasurer thanked all KBC members for their efforts in 
contributing to an outstanding financial result for the year. 
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The President moved a vote of thanks to the Treasurer for the wonderful 
work she performs throughout the year. This was acknowledged by all 
attendees. 
 
7. Financial Report 
 
The statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities, charges and 
securities affecting the property of the club for the period 1 July 2017 – 30 
June 2018 was taken as read. 
 
Motion: That the Financial Statement be received and adopted. 
 
Moved: Graham Rusher 
 
Seconded: Jenny Iliescu 
 
Carried 
 
8. Auditor’s Report 
 
The auditor’s report on the financial affairs of the club for the period 1 July 
2017 – 30 June 2018 was taken as read. 
 
Motion: That the auditor’s report on the financial affairs of the club for 
the period 1 July 2017 – 30 June 2018 be received and adopted. 
 
Moved: Bruce Williams 
 
Seconded: Graham Rusher 
 
Carried 
 
9. Appointment of Auditor 
 
Bruce Williams, in the Treasurer’s absence, moved that the same auditors, 
Arabon Audit and Assurance, be reappointed. 
 
Seconded: Graham Rusher 
 
Carried 
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10. Membership/Masterpoints Report – Diane McClintock reported that 
currently Kenmore Bridge Club has 427 members (420 last year). 
Membership has remained relatively static over the past few years after an 
initial period of tremendous growth. Based on total membership, the club is 
the sixth largest in Queensland and the 18th largest in Australia. 
 
Regarding masterpoints, at the end of July 2018 the total number of red and 
green points issued for non-congress sessions is 1574, up from 1400 last 
year. The increase reflects the addition of a new session on Tuesday mornings 
for Super Novices and the fact that more people are playing in the existing 
sessions. 
 
11. Election of Members of Management Committee 
 
The following members were duly elected by a show of hands:- 
 

President    Anne Russell 
 Vice President  Mick Fawcett 
 Treasurer   Kathy Males 
 Secretary   Patricia Fennell 
 Committee Members  Suzanne Cheney    
     Diane McClintock 
     Sameer Pandya 

Graham Rusher 
Andrew Sharp 

     Bruce Williams 
 
12.  Questions from the Floor  
 
Jackie Tozer – Re the Pullenvale Road site - suggested that the Council was 
negligent in not knowing that the land was owned by the State Government 
and asked how the club could be refunded for the fees that have been 
outlaid. 
 
The President responded that Brisbane City Council looked for possible sites 
that were suitable for KBC’s purposes and was aware that Pullenvale Road 
was State land which is held in trust. BCC encouraged KBC to lodge the 
Development Application, but the club needs sufficient funds in order to 
construct a building and make application for a lease from the State 
Government. 
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Questions from the Floor (contd) 
 
Jackie Tozer – Commented that the money spent on architectural plans that 
were drawn up for the Pullenvale site was wasted, as these plans cannot be 
used if another site is selected. 
 
Pam Usher (Member of Facilities Committee) - Explained that in order for a 
Development Application to be processed it is mandatory that draft 
architectural plans be drawn up and approved in order to construct a 
building on a particular site. Land that is owned by the State is entrusted to 
the Council to manage. When a building is completed, the Council then clears 
and certifies the building, applies to the State Government for a lease, and 
then this lease is passed to KBC for signing. 
 
Heather Douglas – Thanked the Management Committee members for their 
efforts throughout the year and also moved a vote of thanks to the hard-
working Facilities Committee, which was supported by all present. 
 
Anne Watson – Asked what had happened to the pledges of money that 
KBC members had committed to some time ago, and wondered if new 
members had been approached.  
 
The President advised that these pledges were collected to provide a 
benchmark and to provide BCC evidence of commitment of the Club members 
in support of receiving Local, State and Federal financial support for a 
Community building. The pledges have not yet been activated and new 
members had not been approached. Pam Usher offered to raise this subject 
with the Facilities Committee. 
 
Beryl Wilson – Suggested that more information needs to be made available 
to members. 
 
The President advised reports of the activities of the Facilities Committee are 
given in the bi-monthly Newsletter and she or members of the Facilities 
Committee will readily respond to any questions. 
 
Jackie Tozer – Would like the club to be in line with other bridge clubs; 
utilise timers to speed up pace of play; provide decent pencils; directors to 
be called for any play infringement, and address the noise element. She also 
suggested that the men use the disabled toilet and women the other two 
toilets.  
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The President explained that – 
 
(1) KBC is utilising a community building and other tenants of the site also 
use the facilities, as well as some of the club’s disabled lady members.  
 
(2) The issue of “timers” is currently being addressed by the Management 
Committee and an application for a grant to cover this expense will be 
lodged in due course. 
 
(3) With regard to the noise level – the acoustics of the room make it 
difficult to moderate the noise; however Tim Runting suggested a solution to 
the problem and this issue will be investigated by the Management 
Committee. 
 
Jackie Tozer – Requested that the minutes of the Management Committee 
meetings be made available to members. 
 
13. Vote of Thanks 
 
Margaret Mobbs proposed a vote of thanks to Anne Russell for the 
tremendous amount of work she carries out as President, and this was 
acknowledged by all attendees. 
 
The meeting closed at 8pm.  
 
Signed as a true and correct record of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________     ________________ 
Signed       Date 
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President’s Report AGM 2018 
 
The essence of the Kenmore Bridge Club is the nature of its community spirit 
both within and beyond our three small rooms.  Beryl says “I attribute my 
well-being to the mental stimulation and supportive community of the 
Kenmore Bridge Club”.  Ellen Visscher represented Queensland playing in the 
youth team at the Australian National Championships in Hobart. 
 
Our members have organised many open community events during the year: 

 High Tea at Coucals Garden with Jan and Jim Flanigan 

 Elegant lunch with Sue Young 

 Trivia Night at Bundaleer Rainforest Gardens with Leanne Nugent and 
Margaret Mobbs’ movie of the event. 

 Sausage Sizzle at Pullenvale Marketplace sponsored by IGA 

 Melbourne Cup lunch 

 Christmas lunch 

 Eugene Spatny’s 90th birthday where 70 members gathered … this 
was more than we can accommodate for our Christmas lunch where the 
numbers have to be limited to 64 players! 

 
All these events and more are epitomised in the book Kenmore Bridge Club 
Community Memories: Live to Play and Play to Live.   
 
We have looked beyond our Club and the game of bridge: 

 Donated players’ table fees with additional contributions to 
Alzheimer’s research at Neuroscience Research Australia (NeuRA). 

 Enabled our members to volunteer for the UQ’s Clinical Research into 
boosting memory and improving language learning in older adults. 

 Supported the Moggill Creek Catchment Group Photography 
Competition.   
 

Many of our members have played in bridge competitions beyond our Club.  
At the Queensland Bridge Association’s Interclub Competition our four 
teams combined to bring home the inaugural Marion Cooke Trophy.  
Congratulations! 
 
The Australian Bridge Federation’s Australia Wide Open Pairs enabled our 
players to compete against 4,000 other Australian bridge players.  And our 
Novice players competed in the ABF Australian Wide Novice Pairs. 
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In July, after playing all day against 7 other teams, the Rusher and King 
teams won the privilege to represent KBC at the up-coming Grand National 
Open Teams Zone finals. 
 
We have hosted interclub competitions including the QBA Novice Congress 
at the Kenmore Library.  Then again in January our two day KBC Pairs and 
Teams Congresses saw a collaborative club effort to migrate to the 
Kenmore Library.  This venue is not large enough for the number of pairs and 
teams who would like to play, so we have sourced another venue for the 
2019 January Australia Day long weekend event.  Special congratulations 
and thanks to Mick Fawcett who so capably convenes the KBC congresses 
and bridge playing events. 
 
Tony Bembrose Insurance Brokers (TBIB) continues to provide financial and 
professional insurance support to Kenmore Bridge Club, members and 
friends. 
 
In particular, TBIB has donated a trophy for a new KBC Novice Teams 
Championship Competition (under 100mps).  Congratulations to Susan 
Sharp, Andrew Sharp, Sue Ziegenfuss and Jill Dunning who will be the first to 
have their names on this trophy. 
 
Our KBC Pairs Championship was won by Mick Fawcett and Lyn Tracy. 
Faulty air-conditioning at our club created a concern about this event being 
held at our club on a       super-hot Sunday in February.  Geoff Saxby, 
President of Toowong Bridge Club generously offered their premises for us to 
use for the day. 
 
April saw the commencement of a new duplicate session specifically for 
Super Novice players with less than 20 masterpoints. Up to 9 tables are 
playing concurrently alongside supervised or beginner lessons, the space 
constraints of our three small rooms continue to be a challenge. 
 
Andy Hung ran several series of enormously informative interactive classes 
for Rookies and Intermediate players.  Ron Klinger also presented an 
enlightening workshop for our players. 
 
Brisbane City Council bestowed a Seniors Celebration Donation of $180 to 
show appreciation for the valuable contribution Brisbane senior residents 
make to our city.  We used this money to purchase new books for our bridge 
library. 
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In December and January we had major issues with parking and air-
conditioning.  Many months later the parking is 50% alleviated: new 
flooring is in the middle room and the air-conditioning replaced with a new 
ducted system for our three small rooms.   
 
For a week, while the air-conditioning was being installed, we migrated to 
The Old Friary, just down the road.  The club members and directors, under 
the capable leadership of Margaret Mobbs, did an amazing job of moving, 
setting up the tables and equipment, and running the sessions in a different 
location.  The weather enhanced the great environment where winter sunshine 
had members out on the lawn and under trees for coffee breaks. 
 
Your Facilities Committee has been focussed on advancing our search for full 
time premises where we can play bridge in a more conducive and 
appropriate environment.  Suz Cheney’s focus has been on creating events 
and supporting members to raise funds…. Her energy and championing has 
raised over $44,000.  Thank you Suz and to all the members who ran events, 
supplied trash and bought treasures. 
 
The focus for John Bosci has been to seek and to apply for grants.  He also 
ensured the air-conditioning is appropriate for our needs and supervised the 
installation of the new system and laying of the new floor covering. 
 
Andrew Sharp, who is Chair of the Facilities Committee, Pam Usher and I met 
with politicians, Brisbane City Council staff and other Community Clubs in our 
efforts to garner  support for an appropriate bridge club facility.  We 
believe a Community Hub, for multiple community groups, is desperately 
needed in Kenmore, where KBC’s permanent home would be housed.  To this 
end, we have met with Hon Jane Prentice, NLP Federal Member, Dr Christian 
Rowan, NLP State Member, and Brisbane City Council local members Cr Kate 
Richards, Cr Julian Simmons, and Cr Peter Matic.  Within the BCC we have 
visited Elizabeth Simmons, Glen Smith, Kelly Taylor and Matthew Wardlaw.  
Each is supportive, and we continue to work with both BCC staff and 
politicians. 
 
We have personally contacted 40 community groups in the local area and 
80 percent support the notion of the availability of a Community Hub facility. 
 
Christian Rowan joined us at a University of Queensland presentation by 
Professor Alex Haslam – The New Psychology of Health: Unlocking the Social 
Cure.   This presentation inspired us to focus even more on our role in the 
community as we provide an essential service for members of the community.  
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Haslam says, “Social isolation is a greater health threat than smoking, poor 
diet and lack of exercise … being social is the secret of a long and healthy 
life’.  Just today we have received an invitation for KBC members to 
participate in a research project from his department. 
 
I continue to be embarrassed with our three small rooms - especially when 
new players arrive.  Players have said lack of space is a reason they do not 
come to our venue more often.  While we actively do not advertise, 60 
people have attended our beginners’ classes this year. 
 
Your directors Margaret Mobbs, Mel Gilmour, Sue Noble and Richard Wallis 
opened the Club over the Christmas break – 152 players took the 
opportunity to play and enjoy companionship during those additional five 
days when we have previously closed. 
 
Thank you to the Committee members who work tirelessly to enable the club 
to run seamlessly.  They do an enormous amount of work behind the scenes.  
 
Pat Fennell – your Secretary who is instrumental in ensuring all the legalities 
are in place and the committee meetings run effectively. 
 
Mick Fawcett – your Vice-President, convenes all our Congresses and 
competitions.  He actively keeps on top of all issues pertaining to the club.  
 
Kathy Males – your Treasurer, maintains detailed knowledge and 
understanding of our financial situation. 
 
Diane McClintock – your Membership and Masterpoints expert, efficiently 
keeps track of information related to members. 
 
Suz Cheney – is focussed on working with members to raise funds in 
anticipation of matching funding from outside sources. 
 
Gillie Kinsella – has been dedicated to the library organisation and 
management.  We are sorry Gillie has bought a house away from Kenmore 
and will be retiring from the Committee and her Librarian role.  Thank you 
for your dedication and perseverance this past twelve months. 
 
Graham Rusher – is focussed on keeping the club technologies running and 
provides links with Queensland Bridge Association. 
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Andrew Sharp – as Chair of the Facilities Committee, is keeping us on task as 
we search for a new environment and also notices details related to our 
current venue. 
 
Pam Usher – also a member of the Facilities Committee advises how best to 
promote our situation to the wider communities.  While Pam is resigning from 
the Management Committee she will remain on the Facilities Committee.  
Thank you Pam, for your valuable insights. 
 
 
Bruce Williams – maintains the assets register, insurances, and understands 
the legal implications of our situation and constitution.  Most importantly, he 
counts and banks the daily table fees. 
 
I also wish to recognise other hard working members of the Club.  Chris 
Williams and Prue Dick who are dealing more and more cards. Along with 
Margaret Mobbs, Mel Gilmour, Sue Noble, Leslie Cheung, Richard Wallis, 
Tim Runting, Theresa Tully, Marge Eaton and Leanne Nugent who volunteer 
extra time and energy for the benefit of Club members.   
 
Leanne has produced 23 exciting and informative Newsletters for you and is 
now retiring from the Newsletter editorship.  Thank you for all the time and 
effort you have put into keeping the membership informed. 
 
Particular thanks to Marge Eaton for the attention she gives so many 
members as they look for suitable partners to play with.  She has a special 
gift of matching players to enable them to enjoy a game of bridge. 
 
Playing bridge keeps us young and mentally astute and the Club provides a 
place to enjoy companionship and to let the worries of the world dissipate. 
 
Thank you for entrusting me with the presidency of Kenmore Bridge Club.  It 
is your support and positive attitude to playing bridge which enables this 
club to remain vibrant and a joyful place to hang out with stimulating 
individuals. 
 
Anne Russell 
August 2018 
 
 


